RECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYEE
sitting posture, admonished hiin7 in a voice that could be heard above the martial music, to "Stand up, sir!" The Highlander did not rise ; at which Alexander repeated the command in a louder voice : "Stand up, sir i" This time the Highlander explained: "I canna, Alec, I canna; ma kilt's ower short."
On the same occasion Mr. Charles Love-day, who was so long in America, was the Captain Thornton of the cast. He had a cold, and he coughed frequently while speaking; whereupon Alexander unsym-pathetically drew attention to his illness by saying in an audible aside : "Lord preserve us and deliver us frae this asthinati-cal army."
Alexander was always careful not to offend my father, who had been with him so long, had such a "good study," and was so well up in all the current plays that he was a most valuable member of the company. There were no type-written parts in those days. An actor had to write out his own part, and was allowed only a certain time in which to do it, having then 31                                  and I were playing EoVs sons, Robert and
